Research on Distance Education in Andhra Pradesh

a vital role in stimulating motivation and developing skills and knowledge
necessary for conducting research in distance education. In this context
B N KouPs remarks are worth recalling. "The single most important
reason which calls for this emphasis is that the distance education
institutions look up to conventional universities as standards for
acceptable norms, credibility and role models. If conventional
universities have lived all along without systematic research and
development activities, why is it obligatory for DE institutions? Having
come from conventional institutions, the staff of distance education
institutions, academic, non-academic and technical, remain predisposed
not to raise this question... It needs to be emphasised that the question
has to be raised, and answered too"

The responsibility of distance education academics in promotmg
research capacity is great. They must foster the development of research
capability through teaching and staff development programmes and
carry out research to ensure continuing improvement and enrichment
of the institution's performances.
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